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(54) Human hematopoietic stem cells. 

@ One or more population of cells enriched for human hematopoietic stem cells is disclosed. HSC in 
this population of cells are capable of limited self-renewal and are capable of differentiating into all 
elements of the hematopoietic system. This population of cells has the phenotype of CD34*/CD38" 
and more preferably CD34+/CD38-/HU\-DR*. Cells wMn this population have been found to 
express CD13, CD33 and CD71. Hematopoietic stem cells can be used in a number of therapies, 
including autologous transplantation and in gene therapy. 
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This invention is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Serial No. 07/895,491, filed 8 June 1992, which is a con- 
tinuation-in-part of U.S. Serial No. 07/759,092, filed 6 September 1991 , which is a continuation of U.S. Serial 
No. 571,101, filed 1 May 1990 (now abandoned). 

5 Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to one or more populations of human cells that are enriched for hematopoietic stem 
cells ("HSC"). The invention more particularly relates to methods to identify and purify cell populations en- 
riched for HSC, and further relates to the use of HSC enriched cells in one or more therapies. 

10 

Bacl<ground of the Invention 

The human hematopoietic system comprises nucleated and non-nucieated cells of several different types 
that reside principally in the peripheral blood and bone marrow. For example, there are T and B lymphocytes, 

15 monocytes, granulocytes, megakaryocytes and erythrocytes. Each of these cell types traditionally has been 
distinguished based on well known morphological features (which may be observed using traditional staining 
methods combine with light microscopy), and more recently, by expression of certain cell surface antigens. 
For example, Loken et al. . Blood, 70:1316(1987), used flow cytometry and a combination of light scatter and 
immunofluorescence staining to identify the various stages of B lymphocyte maturation. 

20 Working backward from the most mature cell to the most immature cell within a cell type, Loken et al. 

showed that certain antigens are expressed on mature stages of cells but not on immature stages and vice 
versa. Loken et al. also showed that cells of different types showed greater similarities in the expression of 
antigens found at immaturity. Thus, for example, neutrophils, eosinophils and basophils at maturity express 
certain different antigens and have different cell functions yet all arise from myeloid progenitors. Red blood 

25 cells arise from erythroid progenitors. The same is believed to be true for lymphocytes with NK cells, T and B 
lymphocytes arise from lymphoid progenitors. These progenitor cells, however, were not believed to be the ear- 
liest hematopoietic cell type. It had long been speculated that there were hematopoietic stem cells that gave 
rise to all progenitor cells which then differentiated into each of the various lineages of cells. Accordingly, HSC 
are defined as those cells that are capable of both limited self-renewal and differentiation into the three prin- 

30 ciple progenitor components ( i.e. , erythroid, lymphoid and myeloid. In this application, megakaryocytes are 
considered part of the myeloid lineage, and NK cells are considered part of the lymphoid lineage.) 

Although a number of scientists have been exploring multiple means for isolating stem cells, the first break- 
through into stem cell isolation and identification did not come until the early 1980's. In U.S. Patent No. 
4,714,680, Civin described a population of "pluripotent lympho-hematopoietic cells which were substantially 

35 free of mature lymphoid and myeloid cells." Civin also described an antigen, MY-1 0 and a monoclonal antibody 
(of the same name) thereto, which was present on these pluripotent cells. These "pluripotent lympho-hemato- 
poietic" cells make up to about 1% of all cells in normal adult bone manrow, and generally comprise a mixture 
of HSC and lineage committed progenitor cells with the latter cells predominating. 

Since that time, MY-10 has been classified by the International Workshop on Human Leukocyte Antigens 

40 as falling with the cluster designated as "CD34." CD34 monoclonal antibodies are commercially available from 
a number of sources including Becton Dickinson Immunocytometry Systems, San Jose, California ("BDIS"). 

CD34 monoclonal antibodies have been used for a number of purposes. As noted above, Loken, Terstap- 
pen and their collaborators published a series of papers describing the maturational stages for various com- 
ponents of the hematopoietic system ( e.g., T and B lymphocytes, erythroid cells and neutrophils). The purpose 

45 of this work was to define, starting from the most mature cell and working backwards, the phenotype of various 
maturational and developmental stages that lineage committed cells go through. 

While the focus of this body of work has been on maturational stages within lineage committed cells, others 
have used CD34 monoclonal antibodies to look for earlier non-lineage committed stem cells. In Terstappen et 
al., Blood, 77:1218 (1991), the authors described a subset of human cells some of which were capable of limited 

50 self-renewal and differentiation into each of the various hematopoietic lineages. This population was charac- 
terized, phenotypically, as being "CD34+/CD38"." These cells were shown by conventional flow cytometry not 
to express a number of antigens commonly believed to be indicative of "lineage commitmenf (i^, CD33, CD71 , 
CDS and CD10). 

Others, including Andrews et al. , J. Exp. Med., 355 (1990), Andrews etal. , J. Exp. Med., 1721 (1989), and 
55 Berenson et al., J. Clin. Invest., 81:951 (1988), used CD34 monoclonal antibodies in combination with one or 
more lineage associated antibodies to subset CD34+ cells. Again, focusing on the fact that certain antigens 
were assumed to be Indicative of lineage commitment or maturation, these researchers attempted to look for 
positive expression of CD34 and negative expression of these other antigens. They then isolated and charac- 
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terized a number of different CD34-' subsets. The cells within these subsets (e.g. , CD34-7CD33-) were thought 
to be more immature and be enriched for HSC. 

Sutherland eta[., Blood, 74:1563 (1989), used CD34 and HLA-DR antibodies to subset CD34+ cells. They 
examined three different cell populations for the presence of long term initiating cells. The three populations 

5 were CD34*/HLA-DR-, CD34+/HIJ\-DR'™ and CD34-^/HLA-DFr. They found that the CD34VHI-A-DRi°" cells 
were enriched for long term initiating cells that are believed to contain HSC. 

Verfallieet a!^ J. Exp. Med., 172:509 (1990), reported on an CD34VHLA-DR+ and CD34VHLA-DR- pop- 
ulation of "primitive" progenitor cells. Taking adult marrow, Verfaille etaL depleted bone marrow of "Lineage^' 
cells using multiple monoclonal antibodies. In a second step, fluorescently labelled CD34 and HLA-DR mono- 

10 clonal antibodies were used to select HLA-DR* and HLA-DR" populations that also were 0034*. Having iso- 
lated these two groups, Verfaille et aL reported that the HL\-DR* cells were better in short term culture than 
HLA-DR" cells. In long term culture, the reverse was true. 

Tsukamoto et a[. described a population of cells which also were capable of self-renewal and differentia- 
tion; however, this population of cells was characterized, phenotypically, as "CD34*/CD10-/CD1 9-/0033" and 

15 Thy-r." These so called CD34*/"Lineage- cells are described in U.S. Patent No. 5,061,620. 

In each of the references described above, conventional flow cytometry was used, and researchers con- 
sistently identified populations of cells believed to be enriched for HSC as being CD34+ and lacl^ing expression 
of antigens commonly associated with lineage commitment 0:6,, CD13/CD33 [myeloid] and CD71 [erythroid]). 
In fact, as noted above, most researchers have used a depletion strategy (Le^, to use antibodies to lineage 

20 associated antigens, such as CD33) in order to purify their cell preparations before positive selection with 
CD34. 

In order to test completely this approach, a high-resolution, multi-parameter flow cytometer has been de- 
signed In order to look more carefully at antigens possibly expressed at low densities. Surprisingly, it now has 
been found that these prior approaches may have eliminated some HSC from the cell populations. Apopulation 
25 of human cells that is devoid of mature and progenitor erythroid, lymphoid and myeloid cells and that is enriched 
for HSC now is shown to be not only CD34+/CD38-/HLA-DR* but also CD13^ CD33+ and CD7r. 

Summary of the Invention 

30 This invention comprises a population of human cells that is enriched for hematopoietic stem cells. HSC 

within this population of cells are capable of limited self-renewal and are capable of differentiating into each 
of the hematopoietic progenitor cell lines. HSC are enriched in a population of human cells that lacks mature 
and progenitor cells of the erythroid, lymphoid and myeloid lineage. 

Apopulation of cells having these properties comprise cells that have the phenotype CD34VCD38-. In this 

35 ' population of cells, HSC comprise at least 10-15% of the cells when the cells are taken from normal adult bone 
marrow. Higher levels of enrichment for HSC are found in that population of human cells that are also HLA- 
DR*. In this population of cells, HSC comprise at least 20% of the cells when the cells are taken from normal 
fetal bone marrow. Surprisingly, a population of human cells that is enriched for HSC also have been found to 
express certain lineage associated antigens (Le^, CD1 3, CD33 and CD71) but not others (e^, CDS, CDS, CDS, 

40 CD10, CDIIb, CD15, CD16, CD20, CD22 and CD61). Thus, the phenotype of a population of human cells that 
is highly enriched for HSC comprise cells having the phenotype CD34+/CD38-/HLA-DR+ and CD13*, CD33+ 
and CD7r. 

Populations of human cells that are enriched for HSC can be obtained from adult and fetal peripheral blood, 
cord blood, bone marrow, liver or spleen. Preferably, these cells are obtained in bone marrow or peripheral 

45 blood. They may be obtained after mobilization of the cells in vivo by means of growth factor treatment 

A population of human cells that is enriched for HSC can be identified by using a combination of markers, 
such as antibodies (or antibody derived reagents, such a single chain binding proteins, and nucleic acid binding 
fragments, such as described in U.S. Pat No. 5,270,163) and selecting for the presence or absence of the 
antigens recognized by those markers on the cells. Preferably, monoclonal antibodies are used, and the com- 

50 bination of antibodies comprises at least two monoclonal antibodies (i^, CD34 and CD38), and more prefer- 
ably comprises at least three antibodies (e.g. , CD34, CD38 and HLA-DR). Surprisingly, it has been shown that 
CD38 has a unique ability to mark mature and progenitor cells thereby allowing the negative selection for CD38 
to exclude such mature and progenitor cells but not those cells that are non-lineage committed and have multi- 
lineage potential. 

55 A population of human cells that is enriched for HSC can be isolated using the combination of antibodies 

described above to identify HSC. Methods for isolation include flow cytometry, wherein HSC are selected for 
the expression of CD34 but not CD38 and also the expression of HLA-DR, and include multi-step bead or biotin 
based selection wherein each of the antibodies is conjugated to avidin or a magnetic bead and then the sample 
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containing HSC is passed through a column or other device so that, in the first pass, for example, CD34+ cells 
are selected, then 0038" cells that are 0034"^ are selected, followed by selection for those CD34+/CD38- cells 
that are HLA-DR*. Strategies that start with the depletion of cells bearing lineage associated antigens, such 
as CD33, CD13 or CD71 , however, these strategies can remove HSC from the desired population of human 

5 cells if the method of removal selects for antigens expressed at low densities. 

Populations of human cells that are enriched for HSC can be used in a variety of therapies. Among the 
therapies include the treatment of leul<emias, lymphomas and solid tissue tumors, such as breast cancer. In 
these treatments, populations of human cells that are enriched for HSC can be given to a patient whose marrow 
has been destroyed by ablative therapy. 

10 Further therapies include the genetic manipulation of HSC and subsequent transplantation into blood or 

bone marrow. Examples of genes that could be transfeoted into HSC include genes whose products confer 
resistance to HIV viral replication, genes related to multi-drug resistance ("I^DR"), and adenosine deaminase 
("ADA"). The source of human cells for any therapeutic treatment involving HSC may be autologous or allo- 
geneic. Autologous sources are preferred. 

15 

Brief Description of the Figures 

FIG. 1 comprises a series of six dot plots of normal adult bone marrow cells that have been labelled with 
anti-CD34 FITC (fluorescein isothiocyanate) and anti-CD38 PE (r-phycoerythrin) and then analyzed by 

20 means of standard flow cytometry wherein 1A is a plot of transformed orthogonal light scatter versus for- 

ward light scatter, 1B is a plot of log PE versus log FITC fluorescence for the cells within the gate drawn 
in 1A, 1C is a plot of transfonmed orthogonal light scatter versus forward light scatter for the cells within 
the gate marl<ed "I" in 1 B, 1 D is a plot of transformed orthogonal light scatter versus forward light scatter 
for the cells marked "IV" in 1B, 1E is a plot of transfonned orthogonal light scatter versus forward light 

25 scatterforthe cells within the gate marl<ed "111" in 1 B, and 1 F is a plot of transformed orthogonal light scatter 

versus forward light scatter for the cells within the gate marked "II in 1B; 

FIG. 2 comprise four dot plots of fetal bone marrow cells that have been labelled with antl-CD34 FITC, 
anti-CD38 PE and anti-HLA-DR APC (allophycocyanin) wherein 2Ais a plot of transformed orthogonal light 
scatter versus forward light scatter, 28 is a plot of log PE versus log FITC fluorescence, 2C is a plot of 

30 log APC versus log FITC fluorescence, and 2D is a plot of log PE versus log APC fluorescence and further 

wherein CD34+/CD387HI_A-DR- cells are colored red, CD34+/CD38- /HLA-DR* cells are colored yellow, 
CD34*/CD387HLA-DR- cells are colored blue, and CD347CD38VH1-A-DR* cells are colored gray. 
FIG. 3 comprises a series of six dot plots of fetal bone marrow cells that have been labelled with Hoechst 
33343, anti-CD34 FITC, anti-CD38 PE and anti-HLA-DR PE-CY5 wherein 3A is a plot of transformed or- 

35 thogonal light scatter versus forward light scatter, 38 is a plot of log PE versus log PE-CY5 fluorescence, 

3C is a plot of Hoechst 33343 versus log PE-CY5 fluorescence, 3D is a plot of log FITC versus log PE 
fluorescence, 3E is a plot of log FITC versus log PE-CY5 fluorescence, and 3F is a plot of Hoechst 33343 
versus log PE fluorescence, however, only those cells that are CD34* are displayed in each plot. 
FIG. 4 comprises a series of five dot plots of fetal bone man-ow cells that have been labelled with anti- 

40 CD34 PerCP, anti-CD38 APC and anti-HLA-DR FITC wherein 4Ais a plot of log PerCP fluorescence versus 

transformed orthogonal light scatter, 48 is a plot of log APC versus log PerCP fluorescence, 4C is a plot 
of log FITC versus transformed orthogonal light scatter, 4D is a plot of log APC versus transformed ortho- 
gonal light scatter, and 4E is a plot of log APC versus log FITC fluorescence. 

FIG. 5 comprises a series of six dot plots of fetal bone marrow cells that have been labelled with anti-CD34 
45 PerCP, anti-CD38 APC, anti-CD13 PE and anti-HLA-DR FITC wherein 5Ais a plot of log PE fluorescence 

versus transformed orthogonal light scatter, 5B is a plot of log PE versus log PerCP fluorescence, 5C is 
a plot of transfonmed orthogonal light scatter versus forward light scatter, 5D is a plot of log PE versus 
forward light scatter, 5E is a plot of log PE versus log FITC fluorescence, and 5F is a plot of log PE versus 
log APC fluorescence wherein CD347CD387HLA-DR^ cells are colored green, CD347CD387HLA-DR- 
50 cells are colored red, myeloid committed cells are colored gray and lymphoid committed cells are colored 

yellow. 

FIG. 6 comprises a series of six dot plots of fetal bone marrow cells that have been labelled with anti-CD34 
PerCP, anti-CD38 APC, anti-CD33 PE and anti-HLA-DR FITC wherein 6A is a plot of log PE fluorescence 
versus transformed orthogonal light scatter, 6B is a piot of log PE versus log PerCP fluorescence, 6C is 
55 a plot of transformed orthogonal light scatter versus forward light scatter, 6D is a plot a log PE versus for- 

ward light scatter, 6E is a plot of log PE versus log FITC fluorescence, and 6F is a plot of log PE versus 
log APC fluorescence wherein CD347CD387HLA-DR* cells are colored green, CD347CD387HLA-DR- 
cells are colored red, myeloid committed cells are colored gray and lymphoid committed cells are colored 
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yellow. 

FIG. 7 comprises a series of six dot plots of fetal bone marrow cells that have been labelled with anti-CD34 
PerCP, anti-CD38 APC, anti-CD71 RE and anti-HLA-DR FITC wherein 7Ais a plot of log RE fluorescence 
versus transformed orthogonal light scatter, 7B is a plot of log RE versus log PerCP fluorescence, 7C is 
5 a plot of transformed orthogonal light scatter versus forward light scatter, 7D is a plot a log PE versus for- 

ward light scatter, 7E is a plot of log PE versus log FITC fluorescence, and 7F Is a plot of log PE versus 
log APC fluorescjence wherein CD34+/CD38-/HLA-DR* cells are colored green, CD34VCD38-/HLA-DR- 
cells are colored red, myeloid committed cells are colored gray and lymphoid committed cells are colored 
yellow. 

10 

Detailed Description 

For FIG. 1, bone marrow aspirates were obtained from consenting normal adult volunteers. Erythrocytes 
were lysed using NH4CI. The cells then were stained with anti-CD38 PE and antl-CD34 (FITC) (commercially 

15 available from BDIS as Leu-17 PE and HPCA-1 FITC). Cells were analyzed on a standard FACScan flow cyt- 
ometer (BDIS) . Data acquisition was performed with FACScan Research software (BDIS) . Forward light scat- 
ter, orthogonal light scatter and two fluorescence signals were determined for each cell and stored in listmode 
files. Each experiment measured approximately 30,000 events. The analysis of the listmode data files was 
performed with PAINT-A-GATE software (BDIS). (See also U.S. Pat. No. 4,845,653.) Orthogonal light scatter 

20 data was transformed by the method disclosed In U.S. Pat. No. 5,224,058. 

Referring to FIG. 1A, this figure shows the correlative display of forward and transformed orthogonal light 
scatter. CD34* cells appear black whereas all other cells are depicted gray. The position of the major cell types 
are indicated with "Eo" for eosinophils, "N" for neutrophils, "IM" for immature myeloid cells, "M" for monocytes, 
"L" for lymphocytes and "E" for mature nucleated erythroid cells. Agate was applied on a light scattering region 

25 in which the black colored cells appeared. Using this light scattering gate, an additional 30,000 events were 
scanned in listmode, and the correlative display is shown in FIG. 1B. 

As in FIG. 1A, the CD34* cells in FIG. 1 B are depicted black and all other cells are depicted gray. The pos- 
ition of the previously described CD38 bright plasma cells and immature b lymphocytes are indicated with "P" 
and "IB" respectively. Four populations of CD34* cells were distinguished based upon differential expression 

30 of the CD34 and CD38 antigens. Stage P I is the smallest population (in terms of numbers of cells), and brightly 
expresses CD34 but does not express CD38. Stage P I appears in a specific light scattering region as is illu- 
strated in FIG. 1C. The morphology of these P I cells, as determined by Wright-Giemsa staining and light mi- 
croscopy, showed a strikingly homogeneous population of cells slightly larger than lymphocytes. The cells in 
this population lack (Le^, by morphology contain less than 5%) mature and progenitor cells of the erythroid, 

35 lymphoid and myeloid lineages. 

Stage P II cells were characterized by a low density expression of CD38 and a slight decrease in the ex- 
pression of CD34. The P II cells appeared in a light scattering region similar to P I cells. See FIG. 1F. The mor- 
phology of the R II cells is comparable to those of P I; however, there appears to be more heterogeneity. This 
population too lacks mature erythroid, lymphoid and myeloid cells. 

40 Stage P III cells were characterized by a large density of CD38 and an intermediate density of CD34 ex- 

pression. With respect to light scattering, this population was heterogeneous with a population of relatively low 
light scattering signals and a population of relatively large light scattering signals. See FIG. 1E. This hetero- 
geneity was confirmed by morphological examination. Blast cells of the erythroid, lymphoid and myeloid line- 
ages were observed in this cell fraction. 

45 Stage P IV cells were characterized by a large density of the CD38 antigen and dim expression of the CD34 

antigen. The light scattering properties of this population was even more dispersed as compared with the P 
III cells. See FIG. 1 D. The morphology of the cells revealed blasts of multiple ceil lineages differentiated slightly 
more than those compared with P III cells. 

In 10 normal bone marrow aspirates, the frequency of P I cells in the sample was less than 0.01% of all 

50 cells. The frequency of P I cells was approximately 1 % of all CD34* cells. 

Cells from each of the four stages were sorted Into individual wells and their ability to form blast colonies 
was determined. Single cells from each of the four stages were plated in 72 well plates containing liquid media 
for single cell culture. Each well contained a mixture 20 nl mixture of IMDM, 2% fetal calf serum ("FCS"), 1 % 
bovine serum albumin ("BSA"), 5 x 10-6 M 2-mercaptoethanol, 600 ng/ml transferrin, 1 0 ng/ml soybean lecithin 

55 and antibiotics. No growth factors were added until day 14 of incubation. This was done so as to further enrich 
for quiescent HSC by permitting all those cells that were growing (Le^, progenitor cells) to die off See, Leary 
etal. . Blood, 69:593 (1987). rhlL-3, IL-6, granulocyte/monocyte-colony stimulating factor ("GM-CSF"), and er- 
ythropoietin ("EPO") then were added to each well at a final concentration of 100 U/ml with the exception of 
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EPO which was added at 2.5 U/ml. All cultures were Incubated in 5% CO2 in air at 37°C in a fully humidified 
incubator. The plates were observed between days 24 and 34 for the appearance of blast colonies. Replating 
efficiency was determined by scoring colonies on days 7-14 after replating of the individual dispersed blast 
colonies in 96-well flat bottom plates containing the growth factor supplement medium used above. The results 

5 are set forth in Table i. 



TABLE I 



Plating Efficiency of Single Cells in the Four Identified States for Colony 
Formation as a Percentage 


Exp 


Day 


Stage 1 


Stage II 


Stage III 


Stage IV 


Day 


1 


28-34 


30.3 


7.0 


5.6 


0.0 


40-47 


2 


28-34 


25.1 


2.8 


0.0 


1.4 


40-47 


3 


28-34 


25.3 


1.8 


2.8 


2.4 


40-47 




28-34 


18.8 


8.5 


2.1 


0.0 


40-47 



As can be seen, cells in Stage P I form the greater percentage of blast colonies when compared with later 
stages. The replating efficiency of blast colonies was significant. This indicates that the CD34*/CD38" cells 
contain a high percentage of blast colony forming ceils. Thus, at least 1 5-20% of the cells, as defined by this 
assay, comprise HSC. 

In another experiment, the ability to continually replate cells was examined over a course of 5 generations. 
In Table II, Stage P 1 cells were replated from single well blast colonies. As can be seen, the cells from Stage 
P I have the ability to form blasts through at least 5 generations of replating. Accordingly, cells included within 
this stage have limited self-renewal capacity which Is a function and characteristic of a HSC. 



TABLE II 

Multi-Generation Colony Formation of CFU-Blast 



Exp Gen 1 


Gen 2 


Gen 3 


Gen 4 


Gen 5 


Gen 


1 1 


3a/3b 


7/4 


61/20 


9/9 


1 


1 


1/1 


5/3 


17/10 


3/3 


0 


1 


2/2 


4/3 


13/10 


2/2 


0 


1 


1/1 


4/2 


15/10 


2/2 


0 


2 1 


1/1 


5/2 


13/8 


2/2 


0 


1 


3/3 


6/3 


21/10 


5/5 


1 


1 


1/1 


3/1 


11/5 


2/2 


0 


^ number of 


colonies 


found 









^ number of colonies replated (only vital appearing 
colonies were replated) 



For FIG.S 2-3, fetal bone marrows were obtained from aborted fetuses 1 6-22 weeks of gestational age 
and used following the guidelines of the institutional review board of Stanford University Medical Center on 
the use of Human Subjects in Medical Research. Fetal bone marrow cells were isolated by flushing intrame- 
dullary cavities of the femurs with RPMI 1640 with 1 0% FCS followed by density dependent centrifugation. 
The cells were labelled with anti-CD34 FITC (HPCA-2 FITC, BDIS), anti-CD38 PE (Leu 17 PE, BDIS) and anti- 
HLA-DR biotin followed by an incubation with Streptavidin Allophycocyanin or Streptavidin PE-CY5. 

Cell sorting was performed on a standard FACStarP'"* cell sorter using the Automated Cell Deposition Unit 

6 
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(BDIS) equipped with an Argon laser tuned to 488nm and a Helium Neon laser tuned to 633nm. Ttie cells col- 
ored red, yellow, blue and gray in FIG. 2, were sorted singly into 96 well flat bottom plates. In the liquid culture 
system, each well contained a 200 jil mixture of alpha medium, 12.5% horse serum, 12.5% FCS, 10^ M 2- 
mercaptoethanol, 2 nM L-glutamine, 0.2 mM i-inositol, 20 \iM folic acid, antibiotics, 2.5 ng/ml beta-fibroblast 

5 growth factor ("p-FGF") . 10 ng/ml IGF-1, 10 ng/ml rhlL-3, 500 U/ml rhlL-6, 10 ng/ml GM-CSF (Collaborative 
Biomedical Products), 2.5 U/ml rhEPO (Amgen) and 50 ng/ml human stem cell factor ("hSCF") (Genzyme) 
(hereinafter "HSC Growth Medium"). Flow cytometric analyses were performed on the same instrument using 
Lysis 2.0 data acquisition software (BDIS) with gates set on light scattering and CD34* cells. Forward light 
scattering, orthogonal light scattering and three fluorescence signals were determined for each event and ap- 

10 proximately 10,000 events were stored in listmode data files. Data analysis and light scatter transformation 
were performed as described above. 

Referring to FIG. 2, in three color immunofluorescence experiments, the expression of CD38 and HLA- 
DR was assessed on CD34* cells in eight samples of human fetal bone marrow. Four CD34* cell populations 
were identified: CD38-/HLA-DR+ (3%, SD 1); CD38*/HLA-DR- (3%, SD 4); CDSS'/HLA-DR" (9%, SD 4); and 

15 CDSa^/HLA-DR-' (85%, SD 6). See Table III. 



TABLE 111 



20 


Frequency of CD34* Cells ir 
Subpopulations as 


Fetal Bone Marrow and Frequency of 
a Percentage of CD34+ Cells 


Exp 


34+ 


38-/DR* 


38VDR" 


38 /DR- 


387DR* 




1 


6.4 


3 


5 


11 


81 




2 


16,2 


2 


2 


5 


91 




3 


8.1 


5 


9 


12 


74 




4 


26.4 


4 


3 


4 




30 


5 


14.8 


3 


2 




91 




6 


15.4 


3 


3 


5 


89 




7 


14.9 


2 


1 


15 


82 


35 


8 


7.4 


3 


2 


13 


84 








3 


3 


9 


85 




SD 




1 


2 


4 


6 



FIG. 2 illustrates a typical flow cytometric analysis of CD34* fetal bone marrow cells. The CD38"/HLA-DR" 
cells were colored red; the CD387HU\-DR* cells were colored yellow; the CD38VHLA-DR- cells were colored 
blue; and the CD38+/HLA-DR+ cells were colored gray. Phenotyping and cell sorting studies revealed that the 
CD38* cell populations were heterogeneous in morphology and expressed lineage associated antigens. The 
cell types within this population included myeloblasts, erythroblasts, lymphoblasts and megakaryoblasts. The 
CD38-/HLA-DR* cells, on the other hand were homogeneous, primitive blast cells by morphology. 

The four CD34+ cell fractions based on HLA-DR and CD38 expression (colored red, yellow, blue and gray 
in FIG. 2) were sorted singly into 96 well plates and assayed for their ability to form colonies in HSC Growth 
Medium. In eight experiments, an average of 6% of the CD387HLA-DR- cells, 50% of the CDSS" /HLA-DR* 
cells, 35% of the CD387HLA-DR- cells and 16% of the CD38*/HLA-DR* cells gave rise to hematopoietic col- 
onies 14 days after cell sorting. In control experiments in which cells were sorted into the medium with 12.5% 
HS and 12.5% FCS, no colony formation was found. See Table IV (where plating efficiency is the number of 
single plated cells which generate colonies divided by the number of single plated cells multiplied by 1 00). 
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TABLE IV 

Plating Efficiency of Single Cell Culture in CD34'- 



Subpopulations 


Exp 


38-/DR- 


38-/DR* 


38+/DR" 


38+/DR+ 


1 


nd 


50 


nd 


35 


2 


nd 


72 


nd 


13 


3 


19 


45 


44 


19 


4 


5 


21 


24 


14 


5 


10 


62 


24 


14 


6 




67 


33 


9 


7 


5 


76 


38 


10 


8 


0 


35 


39 


9 




6 


50 


35 


16 


SD 


4 


24 


7 


8 



25 To assess tlie ability of ttiese subpopulations to form colonies (i.e. , to self-renew), the following procedures 

were used. Parts of the colonies formed as in Table IV were sacrificed for morphologic examination or to probe 
for cell surface antigen expression, whereas the remaining cells were dispersed and replated. The replated 
cells were cultures In Identical media and were evaluated for colony formation after two weeks of culture. Only 
the CD34VCD387HLA-DR- and CD34+/CD38-/HLA-DR* populations gave rise to a substantial number of sec- 

30 ond generation hematopoietic colonies. See Table V (where replating efficiency is the number of replated wells 
which generated next generation colonies divided by the number of replated wells multiplied by 1 00. This is a 
measure of the ability of a cell to self-renew.) The second generation colonies were processed similar to the 
first generation colonies; however, only the cells originating from the single CD34*/CD38"/HLA-DR* cells gave 
rise to third generation colonies and these gave rise to fourth generation colonies. A large expansion of cells 

35 was observed from the cells originating from the CD34VCD38-/HLA-DR* population. See Table V. Thus, the 
percentage of HSC as defined by this assay is at least 20%. 



TABLE V 



Replating Efficiency of CD34* Subpopulations 


Gen 


387DR- 


387DR* 


387DR- 


Z8VDR* 


1 


6 


50 


37 


14 


2 


50 


72 


6 


0.8 


3 


0 


49 


0 


0 


4 


0 


14 


0 


0 



The morphology of the sacrificed colonies from Table V showed that only in the colonies originating from 
the single CD34VGD387HLA-DR* cells were the majority of the cells primitive blasts. The percentage of blasts 
within the colonies decreased gradually in the second, third and fourth generations. See Table VI. 

The ability of the CD347CD387HLA-DR* populations to generate cells in each of the hematopoietic line- 
ages is shown in Table VII. Single cells were plated in HSC Growth Medium. 116 single cells from first gener- 
ation colonies then were replated. Neutrophils ("N"), monocytes/macrophages ("M"), osteoclasts ("O") , ery- 
throcytes ("E"), eosinophils ("Eo"), lymphocytes ("L"), mast cells ("Mast") and megakaryocytes ("Meg") were 
found either after first, second or third replating of these cells. Some of the single cells in this phenotypic pop- 
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ulation gave rise to each of the hematopoietic lineages. See Table VII. 




55 

Referring to FIG. 3, the majority of CD34* cells co-express both CD38 and HLA-DR; however, three addi- 
tional populations of ceils can be identif ied: CD38+/HLA-DR- cells wherein GJGilM phase cells were depicted 
in red and S/G2 cells were depicted in violet; CD387HLA-DR* cells wherein G0/G1 cells were depicted in blue 
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and S/G2/M cells were depicted in black; and CD38"/HLA-DR" cells wherein GqIG^ cells were depicted in green 
and S/G2/M cells were depicted in light blue. Cell cycle analysis of these cells revealed that 25% of CD38+/HLA- 
DR* cells are in S, Gj or U. Similarly, 1 9% of CD38VHI-A-DR" and 15% of CD38"/HI-A-DR" were in S phase 
or G2/M;; however, only 5% of the CD38"/HLA-DR* cells were in S/Gj/M. See Table VIII. The majority of cells 
5 in this latter cell fraction, therefore, were resting in cell cycle which is a characteristic of HSC. 



TABLE VIII 



Analysis of Cell Cycle CD34+ Subpopulations as a percentage 
of G2/M Cells in Cell Cycle 


Exp 




38+/DR:- 


387DR- 


38-/DR+ 


1 


21 


17 


10 


3 


2 


27 


12 


7 


9 


3 


28 


27 


27 


3 


Mean 


25 


19 


15 


5 


SD 


3 


6 


9 


3 



For FIG.s 4-7, fetal bone marrows were obtained as set forth above. Erythrocytes were lysed as above 
and the cell suspensions washed. In order to investigate the possibility that antigens of low density were being 
expressed on cell populations enriched for HSC, a FACScan brand flow cytometer (BDIS) was modified so as 

25 to have three lasers illuminating the flow cell in the following sequence at Intervals of 20 |.i seconds: 488nm 
Argon laser to excite FITC and PerCP; BSSnm Helium Neon laser to excite APC; and a 532nm YAG laser to 
excite PE. The latter laser excited PE so as to yield approximately 6 times higher signal to bacl<ground (i.e. , 
autofluorescence) ratio than results from excitation at 488nm. 

For these cell analysis experiments, cells were stained first with anti-CD33 PE, anti-CDI 3 PE or anti-CD71 

30 PE at 0.1 ng pertestfor20 minutes, and then the cells were washed. The cells then were stained simultaneously 
with anti-CD34 PerCP, anti-CD38 APC and anti-HLA-DR FITC at 0.1 \ig per test for 20 minutes. The cells then 
were washed, and fixed in 0.5% paraformaldehyde. 

Referring to FIG. 4A, cells that are CD34* are displayed in a plot of fluorescence versus transformed or- 
thogonal light scatter. Myeloid cells (gray) have higher light scatter than lymphoid cells (yellow) while HSC are 

35 intermediate. In FIG. 4D, the cell population enriched for HSC is clearly distinguishable from myeloid and lym- 
phoid committed cells based upon CD38 expression. See also FIG. 4B. 

Referring to FIG. 5, CD13 is present on myeloid committed cells and the cell population enriched for HSC 
but not on lymphoid committed cells. Expression of GDI 3 on cells within the cell population enriched for HSC 
appears consistent. See FIG. 5F. CD13 is expressed in a similar manner on adult bone marrow. 

40 Referring to FIG. 6, CD33 expression on all cell types appears similar to that for CD13. The same result 

holds for adult bone marrow expression. 

Referring to FIG. 7, CD71 is expressed on myeloid committed cells. Expression of CD71 on HSC and lym- 
phoid committed cells, however, appears mixed with most of the cells within the cell population enriched for 
HSC expressing "intermediate" amounts of CD71 while lymphoid committed cells express intermediate to neg- 

45 ative amounts. See FIG. 7F. Adult bone marrow expression of CD71 does not appear to differ from fetal bone 
marrow expression. 

In addition to CD13, CD33 and CD71, other markers believed to be lineage associate were tried. Among 
these were CDS, CD5, CDS, CD10, CD11b, CD14, CD15, CD16, CD19, CD20, CD22 and CD61. Using the 
same methods as set forth in FIG.S 4-7, none of these markers could be detected at the limits of sensitivity 

50 for this system on the cells within the cell population containing HSC. 

In summary, HSC are found to be concentrated in a population of CD34* cells that also are CD38^. HSC 
are even more concentrated in CD34"' cells that are both CDSS" and HLA-DR+. In addition, cell populations 
enriched for HSC now have been demonstrated to express CD13, CD33 and CD71 antigens in cells derived 
from both adult and fetal tissue. 

55 Cell populations enriched for HSC can be selected by a variety of means, preferably flow cytometry. Cells 

from peripheral blood, cord blood, liver or spleen can be labelled with CD34 and CD38 monoclonal antibodies, 
and sorted based upon expression of CD34 and CD38. It is preferable to use HLA-DR In addition to CD34 and 
CD38. Other means for selecting cells are described in U.S. Pat. No.s 5,215,927, 5,225,353 and 5,240,856; 
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WO91/09141; and Kato et al. , Cytometry, 14:384 (1993). 

HSC, and populations of human cells lacking mature and progenitor lymphoid, myeloid and erythroid cells 
and enriched for HSC, have a number of therapeutic uses. Traditionally, bone marrow transplantation has been 
used to reconstitute a patient's marrow following ablative therapy. The down-side to such treatment has been 

5 and continues to be a graft-versus-host reaction ("GVHD") even in instances where HLA matching has been 
done. Givin, In U.S. Pat No. 4,714,680, described the utility of transplanting CD34* cells (Le., stem and pro- 
genitor cells) as an alternative to whole marrow reconstitutlon In order to reduce the possibility of GVHD, and 
to increase the likelihood of engraftment. 

The wide-spread use of CD34+ cells in transplantation, however, has not yet occurred. While there are a 

10 number of companies pursuing a variety of methods to harvest CD34* cells for transplantation, the diseases 
to which these methods have been generally limited to those where conventional transplantation has been ap- 
plied. One reason is the presence of residual tumor cells. 

In grafts harvested for autologous bone marrow/peripheral blood transplantation from cancer patients, re- 
sidual tumor can be found that can give rise to a relapse after transplantation. See Dill etaL, Hum. GeneTher., 

15 3:129 (1992), and see Deisseroth et al.. Blood, 82:1800 (Suppl. 1, 1993) . Reduction of the tumor load or an 
increase in the purity of the Inf usate, therefore, Is of major importance. Selection of CD34+ cells can reduce 
the number of residual tumor cells in an autograft See Berenson et al.. Blood, 82:678 (Suppl. 1, 1993). An 
increase In purity can be obtained by selection of the more primitive cells among the CD34* cells by eliminating 
at least the CD38+ cells. 

20 in addition to increasing the purity of the inf usate, more aggressive chemo- and radiation therapies directed 

at the primary tumor can be pursued. Cun-ent treatments, for leukemias as well as epithelial cancers such as 
breast cancer, have not been entirely effective in attacking the primary tumor because of the destructive ef- 
fects on marrow. By increasing the likelihood of complete engraftment more aggressive approaches become 
possible. 

25 Thus, by using CD34 in combination with CD38 and, preferably, HLA-DR, populations of cells enriched 

for HSC can be obtained that are enriched for HSC, thus promoting complete engraftment, and the number of 
tumor cells In autologous grafts can be reduced. These enriched populations of cells then can be either directly 
transplanted into the patient's peripheral blood or bone marrow or expanded ex vivo through the use of growth 
factors, such as SCF, IL-3 and IL-6, followed by transplantation. 

30 The source for donor ceils is preferably the patient. These cells can be obtained from the donor's bone 

marrow or from a donor's peripheral blood. In the latter instance, this can be proceeded by mobilization (or 
expansion) of the HSC therein by means of treating the donor with growrth factors such as G-CSF orGM-CSF. 
Autologous donation greatly reduces the likelihood of Inadvertent transmission of viral or other disease. 
Beyond transplantation of HSC, gene therapy in hematopoietic cells has been considered as desirable. 

35 Gene therapy seeks to replace or substitute for cells within the hematopoietic system that produce defective 
proteins or enzymes. Such diseases include, p thalassemia, ADA deficiency, Gaucher's disease, PNAdisease 
and others. In one example, the gene controlling adenosine deaminase production is defective. By replacing 
the cells of the hematopoietic system with properf unctioning ceils, the disease might be cured. HSC, preferably 
autologous, containing the normal gene provided a better vehicle than CD34* cells alone for the reasons set 

40 forth above. 

To perform gene therapy, one needs to select Insert and then transplant the altered cell. Selection of HSC 
can be performed as described above. Insertion of the gene into the HSC can be accomplished by a number 
of means but preferably by means of retroviral mediated transfer. In this process, there are two key consider- 
ations: the titer of the viral vector and the cycling status of the HSC. The fonner is important because 

45 CD34*/CD38" populations do not consist solely of HSC. They are enriched for HSC; therefore, successful trans- 
fer is more likely if the titer is high. A high titer viral vector can be made by selecting a retroviral construct that 
provides the genome for transmission and by selecting a packaging cell line that contain encapsidation-de- 
fective viral genomes. Such cell lines include Psi-CRE, Psi-CRIP, GP + E86 and others. Once having the proper 
vehicle, the gene can be isolated or created and inserted into the vector by means well known to those of or- 

50 dinary skill. See, e^, U.S. Pat. No. 5,032,407; Luskey et al. . Blood, 80:396 (1992); Bregni et al. , Blood, 80: 
1418(1992); Karlsson, Blood, 78:2481 (1991); Kwoketal.. PNAS, 83:4552(1986). It should be noted, however, 
that treatment of HSC with one or more of IL-3, SCF and IL-6 prior to transfectlon promotes gene transfer. 
See Bregni etal. Following this, transformed cells typically would be expanded ex vivo followed by transplan- 
tation into the patient. Further treatments with transformed HSC could be carried out atf uture dates is needed. 

55 See a/so Williams etal. . Human Gene Therapy, 1:229 (1990); Noltaetat, Human GeneTherapy, 1:257(1990); 
and Miller, Blood, 76:271 (1990). 

Not all therapies, however, will involve replacement of defective genes. It Is likely that in some instances, 
for example, sickle cell anemia, transplantation of HSC that will overexpress the normal p hemoglobin gene 
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might be sufficient for tlierapeutic purposes. 

All publications and patent applications mentioned in this specification are indicative of the level of ordinary 
skill in the art to which this invention pertains. All publication and patent applications are herein incorporated 
by reference to the same extent as if each individual publication or patent application was specifically and In- 
5 dividually indicated to be incorporated by reference. 

It will be apparent to one of ordinary skill In the art that many changes and modifications can be made In 
the invention without departing from the spirit or scope of the appended claims. 



10 Claims 

1. A population of human cells that lacks mature and progenitor cells of the erythroid, lymphoid and myeloid 
lineages and is enriched for hematopoietic stem cells wherein said stem cells are capable of limited self- 
renewal and differentiation into erythroid, myeloid and lymphoid progenitors and mature cells.wherein 

15 said human cells are CD34VCD387HLA-DR*. 

2. The population of cells of claim 3 wherein said human cells are also at least one or more of CD1 3' , 0033"^ 
and CD71*. 

20 3. A population of human cells comprising hematopoietic stem cells wherein said human cells are 
CD34VCD387HLA-DR*/CD13*/CD33+/CD71*. 

4. A method of isolating human cells that lacks mature and progenitor cells of the erythroid, lymphoid and 
myeloid lineages and enriched for hematopoietic stem cells comprising the steps of obtaining human tis- 
sue containing hematopoietic stem cells, selecting said hematopoietic cells based upon the expression 
of at least CD34 and CD38 antigens, and Hl>^-DR and separating the cells that express CD34 and HLA- 
DR, but do not express CD38. 

5. The method of claim 4 wherein the monoclonal antibodies are fluorescently labelled and the selection 
and separation steps are carried out by means of flow cytometry. 

30 

6. A therapeutic composition for use In cellular transplantation comprising the population of human cells of 
claim 1. 

7. A method for treating a disease condition comprising the steps of obtaining a population of human cells 
35 that lack mature and progenitor cells of the erythroid, lymphoid and myeloid lineages and is enriched for 

hematopoietic stem cells from a source and transplanting said human cells into a patient. 



40 
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